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The National Collaborating Centre for Methods and Tools (NCCMT)
provides strong leadership to help Canada’s public health
professionals use high quality, up-to-date methods, and tools to
build capacity for evidence-informed public health practice (EIPH).
The increasing complexity of today’s public health environment has led to growing
expectations that practitioners will use the best available evidence to plan programs, make
decisions, and set policy.
NCCMT collaborates with individuals, organizations and communities to share methods and
tools to develop, implement and evaluate public health programs and policies. NCCMT has
a particular focus on building public health capacity to engage in knowledge translation, gap
identification, networking, and evidence-informed decision making.

Health Evidence™
NCCMT works with McMaster University
on this searchable registry of more than
4,800 quality-rated systematic reviews
evaluating the effectiveness of public
health interventions.

STRENGTHENING PUBLIC HEALTH ACROSS CANADA

FOUR KEY STRATEGIES GUIDE NCCMT’S WORK
1.

Develop organizational capacity and
individual skills for evidence-informed
public health decision-making

• NCCMT offers a wide range of learning tools to
help practitioners learn how to practice EIPH,
including workshops, webinars, and a video
series called Understanding research evidence.
• The Skills Assessment Tool identifies gaps
in knowledge and skills for EIPH and
recommends resources to fill those gaps.
• The Learning Centre offers self-paced, online
learning modules on EIPH.

3. Advance knowledge on the use of knowledge
translation (KT) methods and tools

• Monthly ‘Spotlight’ webinar series sharing
user accounts of real-world application of
methods and tools.
• Capacity-building workshops and knowledge
broker mentoring.
• Collection of Canadian public health success
stories in evidence use in an online Casebook.

2. Identify, evaluate and disseminate
knowledge translation methods and tools

• Free online databases and registries:
» Registry of Knowledge Translation
Methods and Tools is a searchable, online
collection of evidence-informed methods
(processes) and tools (instruments) for
knowledge translation.
» Public Health + is a source of pre-appraised
studies and reviews relevant to public health.
• Practical tools
» EIPH wheel
» Applicability and Transferability of
Evidence Tool (A&T Tool)

4. Develop productive partnerships with
other NCCs and community public health
organizations

• Coordinate the NCCPH Knowledge
translation in public health medicine webinar
series in partnership with the Public Health
Physicians of Canada.
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CASE STORY

Accessible training builds capacity
for evidence-informed public health
Public health systems across Canada are expected to make decisions based
on the latest evidence. However, the public health workforce often lacks the
knowledge and skills they need to find, assess and apply research evidence
to their own programs and policies.

A major contribution to public
health professional development
The NCCMT has developed a series of free
online learning modules that teach the steps
to evidence-informed public health. The online
learning modules were developed in response
to a growing need for high-quality EIPH
training that is not limited by budget or time
constraints. The NCCMT adapted in-person
workshops to an online platform and launched
the first module in 2012.
The series of 13 modules teaches online learners
key knowledge translation skills, including how
to find different kinds of evidence, determine
its quality, adapt it to local programs or policies,
and evaluate its effectiveness. The modules are
mapped to the seven-step evidence-informed
public health process.

Seven steps of evidence-informed
public health
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“Learning the seven-step process of
Evidence-Informed Public Health has
made me realize how well I can contribute
as an evaluator to public health.”
ONLINE LEARNER
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Learning modules as training tools are:
• used widely to orient new staff
and faculty and
to prepare practicum students
for placements;
• required curriculum for the
Masters of Public Health students
at several universities; and
• accredited by the Canadian
Institute of Public Health
Inspectors for its continuing
professional development
program.

NCCMT makes complex information easy
to learn

Learners applaud modules,
in Canada and beyond

Unlike some professional development opportunities,
the free online format allows remote learners
and people on limited budgets to participate.
The modules use clear language and a dynamic,
problem-solving approach grounded in realistic
public health scenarios. The user-friendly curriculum
can be adapted for individual or group learning, and
each module takes between one and three hours.
Learners who successfully complete modules earn
Certificates of Competence.

Since their launch, thousands of learners have
benefited from NCCMT’s online modules. Analytics
indicate that users repeatedly access and refer to these
resources. The modules have received national and
international recognition from a wide range of sectors,
including public health, nursing, allied health care and
post-secondary education.
“Even though I have worked in the NHS for
33 years, the modules have really been
eye-opening and excellent study material,
without the jargon. They have made me
want to start studying again.”
ONLINE USER FROM THE UK
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